and make the people follow the refugees and turn every
idle hour to the growing of more food and preparing of
khadi in their own homes. Let it also be remembered
that if cotton, instead of being baled, was taken directly
from the field to the homes of the spinners in the neigh-
bourhood, one process would be saved, cotton would be
undamaged, carding would be easy and cotton seed
would be left in the village homes into the bargain.
THE SISTER OF MERCY
Lastly, the speaker referred to a visit he had re-
ceived from Lady Mountbatten. She had become a
Sister of Mercy, was constantly on the move in both the
Dominions, visited the refugees in the various camps,
saw the sick and the suffering and thus tried to give
them what comfort she could. During her visit to the
Kurukshetra Camp she was asked by the inmates when
Gandhiji would visit them. She heard the yearning
from so many lips that she held out every hope that he
(Gandhiji) would pay them a visit. Gandhiji assured her
that she was quite justified in holding out the hope.
As a matter of fact he had arranged to go to Panipat
where both the Hindus and Muslims were anxious
for him to visit them. In the same trip he had thought of
combining the visit to the Kurukshetra Camp. But he
had found that Kurukshetra could not be included
in the same trip. Therefore, it was necessary to defer
his visit to Kurukshetra till after the conclusion of the
forthcoming meeting of the A.I.C.C. It was, however,
suggested to him that whilst it was cumbersome to arran-
ge for a loud-speaker in a big camp like Kurukshetra,
there was no difficulty in speaking through the radio to
the inmates of the camp from Delhi, provided that
the necessary connecting instrument was installed in the
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